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In the search for practical, acceptable, and economical methods for controlling the mechanisms of reproduction, it is logical that a route be sought in the application of knowledge of the physiology of the reproductive processes. For many years effective methods of contraception have been available, but because of religious, cultural, or economic objections, these methods have had limited acceptance only. Thus it has become evident that the existing means of limiting conception, be they mechanical, chemical, or dependant upon procedures that limit the coital act to non-fertile periods of the menstrual cycle, are not destined to be the answer to the rapidly growing need for reduction of population increments.
As yet the physiologic control of conception has remained almost totally unexplored. In (Heckel, 1951 (Mann, 1954; Gassner, 1952 Gassner, , 1955 (Noble et al., 1950) , and in at least two laboratories, the fractionation of Lithospermum extracts has provided com¬ pounds which may have antifertility activity (Gassner; Ginsberg, personal communications (Chang, 1955; Noyes, 1953 
